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There was a lot of imagined dropping tablets in
swimming pools

devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20250415-00/?p=111075

During the development of Windows 8, the idea of automatically backing up your data into
your Microsoft Account and your OneDrive account began gaining traction. The Microsoft
Store would remember what apps you had installed on which computers, and your
Documents would be backed up on OneDrive, and the system would back up your
settings onto your OneDrive account. If you got a new computer, you could ask that the
system auto-install the apps you had, recover its settings from your most recent backup,
and sync your documents from your OneDrive account. Your new computer would be all
ready to go, with all your data, and set up exactly the way you liked it.

For some reason, the scenario was always described as “dropping your tablet in the pool”
and setting up its replacement. It seems there was a lot of dropping of tablets in the
swimming pool back in the day. Personally, I would just be more careful around swimming
pools.

This example exhibits some of the Redmond Reality Distortion Field, wherein it is
considered a common activity to lounge by the pool with a tablet PC. This presupposes
that you own a pool (fancy), or that you go on vacation to a place that has a pool (fancy),
or that you regularly go to the local pool (less fancy but still a little fancy).

Nobody ever considers the probably-much-more-likely scenario of “You accidentally drop
your tablet PC and it’s broken.” Maybe because that would be an indictment of the fragility
of tablet PCs? Whereas nobody expects a tablet PC to survive a dip in the pool.
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