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Auctioning off the privilege of initiating the destruction of
the Microsoft old campus

devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20191008-00

Raymond Chen

Microsoft employee Matthew Whilden bid over $12,000 to win the auction to start the

destruction of the Microsoft old campus. That article is behind a paywall, so here’s some

Twitter instead.

Here's a thing I did! :-D https://t.co/3fJwIrvkiz

— Matthew Whilden (@WhildyBeast) January 8, 2019

Now THIS is a team building activity: our coworkers put on a different hat today to help make
room for our campus refresh! Check the thread to see how they brought down the house. 👇
#MicrosoftLife pic.twitter.com/p8i7mLpo2Y

— Microsoft Life (@MicrosoftLife) January 8, 2019

Every October, the employee Giving Campaign encourages employees to donate time and

money to nonprofit organizations, and one of the ways this is done is by auctioning off

various donated items and experiences. For example, the Real Estate and Facilities

department usually offers for auction a reserved parking space in each building’s parking

garage for one year. (I believe the policy is that if you are moved to a new building, the

parking space moves with you.)

It was a long-time employee (let’s call him Bob) who convinced the Real Estate and Facilities

department to add “Destroying the old campus buildings” as an experience in the Giving

Campaign, and he planned on bidding to win it. Eventually, two bidding groups emerged,

Bob’s and another group.

Bob had a change of heart and realized that he couldn’t be the one to destroy what held so

much sentimental value to him. His bidding group backed down, and the other group won.

https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20191008-00/?p=102970
https://twitter.com/whildybeast
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/01/23/microsoft-employee-paid-to-demolish-old-campus.html
https://t.co/3fJwIrvkiz
https://twitter.com/WhildyBeast/status/1082761935181901829?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MicrosoftLife?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/p8i7mLpo2Y
https://twitter.com/MicrosoftLife/status/1082782412591923200?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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We pooled together for a Give Campaign auction item. $12,000 from our team to
@UnitedWayKC and we were on our way. Also got to do sledge hammer demo for a few hours
in building 2. Pro tip: conference tables a quite satisfying to demolish.

— Matthew Whilden (@WhildyBeast) January 9, 2019

There’s another story behind the story. Early in the auction, a newly-hired employee

intended to bid $150.00 on the experience, but accidentally bid $15,000. The auction admins

said that they didn’t have a way to cancel the bid. After all, “all bids are final”, says so right

there on the Web site. Upon learning of the situation, a number of Microsofties were

prepared to cover the bid out of our own pockets to save a young employee from having to

make a charitable contribution she was not financially equipped for. But after extensive

cajoling, the auction admins managed to find a way to cancel the erroneous bid.

Bonus chatter: One of my colleagues quipped, “Hey, I worked on Windows Me and

Windows Vista, but do I get any credit for wrecking Microsoft?”
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